POLES, UKRAINIANS AND BALTS
made any distinction between the Russians and them-
selves, may not have loved the Russians particularly,
but their feelings were mainly a matter of peasant
dislike of officials.   But there was an old tradition
among them "Rather with the devil than with the
Poles/'l and yet the Polish-Russian peace had handed
them over to the Poles.   The Polish attitude to the
Ruthenes and Ukrainians was one of impatient con-
tempt; the Poles would not admit the undoubtedly
close relationship between them, and insisted upon
treating them as two different groups of unrecogniz-
ably backward Poles, or in the worst case as little better
than Russians.    It was true that the Ruthene and
Ukrainian dialects varied and that they lay somewhere
between Polish and Russian, but every Slav language
expert with any claim to impartiality will agree that
there is one distinct Ukrainian language, which is
closer to Russian than to Polisli.    The ex-Russian
Ukrainians, who were Orthodox, were a great deal
more backward, socially, than the ex-Austrian Ruth-
enes of the Uniate Church.   The Uniates, however,
were far closer to Orthodoxy than to Roman Catholic-
ism, and they, too, used the Cyrillic script, which, to
the Poles, was a symbol of enslavement to Russia.
It was the more advanced Eastern Galicians who
resisted Polish annexation most stubbornly. At Stanis-
lawow in February 1920 they proclaimed unrelenting
opposition to Poland, and two years later their attitude
was unchanged and they boycotted the Polish elec-
tions. On September i6th, 1922, the Polish Sejm
passed a law for the three East Galician voyvodates to
have more or less autonomous diets in two years' time
1 See Neue Zitrchsr Zeitw& Das Uktainische Problem n, Jan. 4th, 1939.